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Dear Resident,
A highlight of my parliamentary year is to host primary school leaders on
tours of NSW Parliament House. Students visit the Upper and Lower House
chambers, learn how the Parliament works, enjoy afternoon tea and receive
certificates. Leaders from 17 schools in the Davidson electorate visited over
two days last month (see photos below).
Robust debate continues about the possible amalgamation of local councils.
While two independent studies have recommended major change, I have
received much correspondence both for and against merger proposals.
Having unsuccessfully encouraged voluntary amalgamations locally, the
NSW Government is now considering future policy options.
Grants under the popular Community Building Partnership Program will
be announced soon. The scheme assists not-for-profit organisations to
undertake capital works for the benefit of our local community. For 2016,
$200,000 has been allocated for distribution in the Davidson electorate.
As we approach the end of another year, I wish you a happy Christmas/
New Year holiday period and a prosperous 2016.

Stop ice

campaign
A NSW Government campaign
targeting the supply and use of
the drug ‘Ice’ is underway. The
campaign, ‘Your Call Can Make a
Difference’, was launched by Deputy
Premier Troy Grant and Minister Pru
Goward. It includes advertisements
via local press, magazines and
social media. Members of the
community who detect suspicious
behaviour are urged to call 1300
333 000 and join the fight against
this toxic drug.

Graffiti Removal Day
The problem of graffiti vandalism affects all communities in NSW. To
highlight this problem, the Government has established a state wide
graffiti removal and prevention event known as ‘Graffiti Removal
Day’. In conjunction with Rotary, it encourages residents and
community organisations to address graffiti in their local area. This
year’s event saw an increase in volunteers and in the number of
removal sites identified.

The corrosive effects of Ice
devastate individuals, families and
communities throughout NSW.
We must stamp out the drug and
support affected communities.

NSW jobs growth
Gold medalist
Congratulations to 17 year old
Zoe Thompson of Castle Cove
for her outstanding success at
the International Earth Science
Olympiad in Brazil. After competing
against almost 100 students from
22 nations, Zoe returned with
Australia’s only gold medal. She
was placed fifth overall and sees
her success as a step towards a
career in science. Well done!

Under the Baird Government, the NSW economy
created 18,700 jobs in October, taking total new jobs
for the year to 123,000. The growth is almost three
times higher than the next strongest state and
accounts for more than half of all jobs created nationally.
ABS labour force figures for the month highlighted a fall in
unemployment by 0.3 percentage points to 5.5 per cent, the lowest
of any state in Australia.

Scouting awards
The Governor of NSW
and NSW Chief Scout, His
Excellency David Hurley,
presented three members
of the 1st Lindfield Venturer
Scouts with their Queen’s
Scout Awards at a recent
ceremony at Government
House. Congratulations
to Angus Mackay, Andrew
Walton and Oscar James
for their service to the
community, strong
leadership skills, mastering
of adventurous activities
and personal growth. The award is the highest attainable for scouts
between the ages of fifteen and eighteen and I was happy to
celebrate the honour with them at a local gathering.

China E-Commerce

Forum

The inaugural Australia-China Cross Border
E-Commerce Forum and Exhibition was
recently held at The Concourse in Chatswood.
The forum provided an opportunity for
participants to share expertise, forge
closer relationships between Chinese and
Australian stakeholders, as well as promote
opportunities for local exporters.

Glenrose shops
Construction of the new Glenrose Shopping Centre
is progressing. I attended a formal commencement
ceremony on site with Warringah Mayor Michael Regan and
various stakeholders. The $60 million project will include
a 4,200 sq metre Woolworths supermarket, outdoor
restaurants and cafes, speciality shops, food outlets and
500 parking spaces.
This redevelopment should bring a new level of
convenience for local shoppers and revitalise the area as a
local meeting place. The first stage of the shopping centre
should be open by April next year, with the balance of
works completed by the end of 2016.

Small biz bus
The Small Biz Bus made another appearance
in the electorate, this time in St. Ives. An
initiative of the NSW Government’s Small
Business Commissioner, the bus takes
business advisors all over the state to give
face to face, personalised advice to small
businesses.
If you are looking for advice on finances,
staffing, expansion plans, marketing,
dealing with governments or even starting
a business, then the Office of the NSW
Small Business Commissioner is a valuable
resource for you.

Long Day Care Funding Boost
The Davidson Electorate is receiving over
$140,000 extra funding to deliver more
preschool programs and strengthen care
and education for young children. The NSW
Government funding will help ensure four and five year
olds have access to a preschool program in the year
before school.

Glen Street
Theatre

Congratulations
to Glen Street
Theatre in Belrose
on celebrating its 30th
anniversary. The site continues
to evolve into an exciting cultural
hub where people can meet, relax
and appreciate a range of artistic
talent.

Recent works include improved lighting
and landscaping and an enhanced
theatre foyer with a new box office
and bar. Stage Two works include a
new library, administration offices and
a restaurant/café providing alfresco
dining and a playground for children.

Roseville Chase

Playground

Two years of planning and hard
work culminated in the August
opening of the Roseville Chase Rotary
Club Playground. Speakers at the opening
acknowledged the support of families and
friends of Roseville Rotary, the Rotary
Foundation, the Dick Smith Foundation,
East Roseville Scouts, Ku-ring-gai Council
and the NSW Government. The playground
commemorates Roseville Rotary’s 25th
anniversary and is a welcome addition for
the local community.

golfing great
Local golfers are fortunate to live
close to a choice of magnificent
courses. It was at the electorate’s
Pymble Golf Course that the
prestigious NSW Open Trophy
was renamed the Kel Nagle Cup.
In my role as Parliamentary
Secretary for Major Events and
Tourism,I joined with Golf NSW
CEO Stuart Fraser and Chairman
Chris Allen to recognise Kel Nagle
as an Australian golfing great.

Bushcare

Electronic Newsletter
To receive this newsletter electronically in
future, instead of a hard copy, please email
davidson@parliament.nsw.gov.au with your
name and suburb.

Parliamentary
Performance

Our electorate of Davidson
enjoys a natural setting
among pristine waterways and
bushland. It’s always great to
see our local residents giving
up spare time to actively care
for the environment. Bushcare’s
Major Day Out is a state wide
initiative concerned with the maintenance and preservation
of our precious bushland. Locally, residents and community
groups gathered at various venues such as Castle Cove
(pictured) to remove noxious weeds, re-plant native
species and learn more about plant identification.

Gordon Creek Bridge
Representatives from Lindfield and Killara, together with
the NSW Parks and Wildlife Service, have unveiled a plaque
commemorating the history and significance of the former
Gordon Creek Bridge. The iconic landmark timber truss
bridge, originally constructed in the 1920s, was demolished
in 2008 due to maintenance costs and safety concerns.
Congratulations to those involved in preserving important
memories of our local past.

In the NSW Parliament’s 2015
sittings, I spoke on your behalf
65 times. Since becoming your local MP in
2007, I have addressed the Parliament on
more than 560 occasions. The text of these
speeches can be accessed via my website:
www.jonathanodea.com.au

Authorised by Jonathan O’Dea MP and printed by Sydney Digital & Print Services, 18/14 Jubilee Ave, Warriewood using parliamentary entitlements.

