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Dear Residents, 

2020 is proving to be a very challenging year. Added to a catastrophic bushfire 
season and the ravages of drought, NSW has been in the grip of a major health 
emergency. The COVID-19 pandemic has been difficult for everyone as we navigate 
social and economic disruption. 

The community has rallied to help vulnerable people during the health crisis, reflecting 
the essential goodness of humanity. Please continue to respect the rules and medical 
advice to keep everyone safe. The NSW and Federal governments have responded 
strongly. There are measures to assist individuals and businesses.  

The health system (including mental health) has been bolstered and there are 
numerous credible government information sources including:  
www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 and www.australia.gov.au

I have enclosed a flyer with health information and government support details. 
The Ku-ring-gai, Northern Beaches and Willoughby Council websites have local 
community information. 

The NSW Government has high testing 
capacity and now wants anyone with 
even mild symptoms to get tested. 
Downloading the COVIDSafe phone 
app means people exposed to 
COVID-19 can be quickly traced and 
contacted. I have it active on my phone.

While it is hard for everyone, 
Governments are receiving and acting 
on expert medical advice. Results 
indicate the strategies are working. 

Yours sincerely, 

•	 Community Forum  
•	 Lucky 13 for Davidson  
•	 Underpass Opens  
•	 Busy Preschoolers 
•	 Lindfield Village Green  
•	 Thrills and Spills
•	 RFS Recruiting Early 
•	 Woman of the Year 
•	 COVID-19 Recovery Ward

In This Issue

Health Workers 
Thanks to all the doctors, 
nurses and other essential 
workers for their valuable 
contributions. Working on the 
frontline in a health emergency 
is demanding and difficult. The 
Northern Sydney Local Health 
District has been a great 
support to our community, 
including with assistance 
during power blackouts and 
the COVID-19 crisis.

thankS!
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Bike Park Opens 
The former Belrose tip has been 
creatively repurposed into the Bare 
Creek Bike Park at Belrose. Six hectares of 
surplus government land is now a magnificent 
playground for outdoor enthusiasts. Funding from 
the NSW Government has created a world-class 
sports facility. It includes nine mountain bike 
trails, skills and dirt jump areas, a pump track, 
and walking and running paths. The park is now 
open for mountain bike enthusiasts to enjoy 
adrenaline-fuelled fun. It will be managed by 
Northern Beaches Council, which has been gifted 
a $1.5 million maintenance fund. Entry is free.

Dear Residents, 

The COVID-19 virus has made 2020 a challenging year, with 
restrictions impacting everyone. The recent State Budget provides 
a plan to further help families, support business and create jobs 
across NSW. 

The success of NSW’s testing, tracing and quarantine programs 
means we can continue to open our economy safely. The Budget 
supports the people doing it toughest; easing the strain of the 
economic and health crisis and providing record mental health 
support. 

There is a $107 billion four year infrastructure pipeline for roads, 
rail, schools, hospitals and energy infrastructure. Many smaller, 
local and shovel-ready projects will likewise generate tens of 
thousands of jobs across the State. 

A $2.1 billion payroll tax cut and the $250 million Jobs Plus 
Program will make NSW the most attractive state to run a 
business and encourage businesses to hire and retain employees. 
There are also funds for extra skills training.

You can help support hospitality and 
tourism in the New Year with $100 worth 
of vouchers from the NSW Government 
for every adult resident in 2021. Use your 
$100 vouchers to go out, enjoy the best of 
NSW and support local businesses. In the 
meantime, I wish you a happy Christmas as 
well as a safe and peaceful 2021.

•	 Killara and Roseville 
station upgrades

•	 Wakehurst Parkway flood 
mitigation

•	 Colourful St Ives 
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In this Issue

Be part of shrinking our carbon footprint. Please opt in for 
digital newsletter delivery: https://bit.ly/2yj1Ebq



Remembering 
World War II veteran, Tony Adams, 96, of Killara was 
a wireless operator in the Royal Australian Airforce and flew 36 
missions over France and Germany. Joan McLean, of St Ives, joined 
the Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force at age 18 and trained 
as a cipher assistant, operating the top-secret Typex machine. 
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War, Tony and Joan were presented with a medallion from the 
Federal Government and a certificate from the NSW Government. 

Top: Forestville Remembrance Day ceremony
Right: Tony Adams with local MPs and councillors at the
Roseville Remembrance Day ceremony

Getting People Moving 
Funding from the NSW Government’s 
Active Transport program will provide 
more than $1 million in grants to 
assist the Northern Beaches Council 
deliver around 2.5 kilometres of 
shared cyclist and pedestrian paths. 
The scheme will fund a new shared 
path at the Wingara Reserve which 
ticks all the boxes for sustainability, 
healthy activity and community 
connection. It will help revitalise the 
area around Glen Street and Lionel 
Watts Oval, Belrose.

St Ives Showground on Show
The NSW Government has awarded two grants to St Ives 
Showground as part of Covid-19 stimulus to create jobs 
during the pandemic. A grant of $1.7 million will upgrade 
infrastructure. A previous grant of $88,000 is for new 
lighting in the main arena and surrounding areas. 

Extra Buses
Customers on Sydney’s Northern Beaches 
and Lower North Shore will benefit from 
more than 2,000 additional weekly bus services from 
December. A new service is the limited stops Route 160X, 
Dee Why to Chatswood via Frenchs Forest. It will operate 
from early morning until around midnight, seven days a 
week. Buses will run at least every 10 minutes across the 
day, and at least every 20 minutes in the early morning 
and late at night. Visit www.transportnsw.info

Suicide Monitoring System
The State’s first ever Suicide Monitoring 
System, will provide up-to-date data 
for health and support services about 
suicide deaths in NSW.  It’s the latest part of the NSW 
Government’s Towards Zero Suicides strategy, an $87 
million investment which is all about preventing tragedies. 

If you need help phone:  Beyond Blue 1300 
22 4636 Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800 Lifeline 
13 11 14 Mental Health Line 1800 011 511

A Voice for Youth  
Fourteen year old St Ives local, 
Sam Daykin, has been appointed 
to the NSW Youth Advisory 
Council. Sam looks forward to 
advocating on behalf of young 
people.

Lifesaver Recognition
Volunteer lifesavers from Surf Lifesaving 
NSW play a crucial role in our communities. The NSW 
Parliament honoured their contribution with a Surf 
Lifesaving NSW Volunteer Recognition Day. 



Pop-up Performances
Ku-ring-gai Philharmonic Orchestra (KPO) have 
kept music live in COVID times by going outdoors 
and online. Outstanding natural acoustics and spectacular outdoor 
locations at Quarry Masons Reserve and Swain Gardens made the 
“pop-up concerts” entertainment to remember.

Chief Scientist
Dr Cathy Foley has been 
announced as Australia’s next 
Chief Scientist, beginning her 
appointment in January. Cathy 
lives in St Ives and has enjoyed 
a formidable 36-year scientific career. She is also 
a former NSW Woman of the Year. Congratulations 
to Cathy on her new role and best wishes in 
helping to shape a brighter future for Australia. 

Killara Station Upgrade 
The NSW Government has just announced 
an accessibility upgrade for Killara station. 
Work on Roseville station is currently 
underway. The Killara station upgrade 
is likely to include lifts to Culworth and 
Werona Avenues, family accessible and 
ambulant toilet facilities, ‘Kiss & Ride’ 
facilities, accessible parking spaces, CCTV 
and lighting improvements, as well as 
footpath upgrades. 

Sport and Community 
Groups Funded
The Davidson electorate has 
secured $300,000 in funding for a total of 17 
projects through the NSW Government’s 2020 
Community Building Partnership grants. The 
projects include high tech solar power and an 
environmentally friendly playground. There are 
grants for simple, useful projects like pram access 
into a preschool and covers for a cricket pitch. The 
successful applicants include the Cerebral Palsy 
Alliance, schools, churches, Scouts and Guides, 
and sports groups representing softball, cricket 
and tennis. See www.nsw.gov.au/cbp

Front Line Fire Fighters Recognised

The captains of the Belrose and Killara Brigades of 
the Rural Fire Service (RFS) have both received NSW 
Government Community Service Awards for their 
leadership during the 2019-2020 fire season. A 23 year veteran 
of the RFS, Belrose Captain, Mark Stevenson, helped organise and 
participated in deployments across the state, including to Taree and 
the Blue Mountains. Captain Andrew Wilson led the Killara Brigade 
with members deployed from Queensland to the Victorian border. Doug 
Simpson, from the Belrose Brigade is the RFS Young Volunteer of the 
Year (16-25 Years) . 

Wakehurst Parkway Flood Mitigation 
The NSW Government has earmarked a further 
$13.1 million in the State Budget for flood 
mitigation along Wakehurst Parkway. There 
is now $18.1 million to address the road’s 
flood challenges and significantly reduce the 
frequency of flood events.

Northern Beaches Council has partnered 
with the NSW Government on the project. 
The funding will support multifaceted 
flood mitigation at the three key locations 
susceptible to flooding along the corridor. 

Andrew Wilson (left); Jonathan O’Dea MP, Mark Stevenson & Doug Simpson



Raise Youth Mentoring  
Lindfield Learning Village celebrated its first 
Raise youth mentoring graduation last month. 
The Raise program provides selected students 
with an adult to speak with about issues that 
concern them. Raise mentors generously 
donate their time and are a valuable resource 
in many schools, including the four local public 
high schools in the Davidson electorate.

Colourful Change 
at St Ives 
Students and staff are enjoying a $29 
million upgrade at St Ives North Public 
School. The new facilities allow the school 
to cater for up to 1,000 students and 
enable flexible, technology-rich, knowledge-
building learning. The upgrade includes 
a new three-storey building with 25 new 
classrooms, a new canteen and toilets as 
well as a new courtyard and landscaping. 

Protecting Local Forest 
St Ives High School P&C has received 
a $14,456 NSW Environmental Trust 
Restoration and Rehabilitation grant to 
regenerate a remnant Sydney Turpentine and 
Ironbark forest near the school. The effort 
will see students, teachers, council and the 
community join in vital work 
to preserve the forest.

Photo: Michael Cufer/DPIE

Australia My Country Competition
Sponsored by the Forestville RSL Sub-Branch, this annual 
competition with poetry, composition and art categories 
attracted many creative efforts from local primary school 
students. This year the theme was ‘Animals in War’.

Below: Forestville RSL Sub-Branch President, Bob Lunnon with John 
Scifleet, John Balfour and student winners from local schools.

New Police Welcome 
The NSW Police Force welcomed 
343 new probationary constables 
in August and October. The new officers will 
have 12 months of ‘on-the-job’ training. 
The North Shore, Northern Beaches and 
Ku-ring-gai Police Area Commands were 
allocated a total of 36 recruits.

Newest High 
School Grows
Stage 2 of Lindfield Learning 
Village has been approved and 
the school will accept increased 
enrolments next year.



Bushfire Findings
Following the devastating 2019-
2020 bushfire season the NSW Government 
has accepted all 76 recommendations from 
the NSW Bushfire Inquiry. Work continues 
on the recommendations, including a $192 
million funding package and legislative 
changes.  NSW has also welcomed the final 
report of the Federal Government Royal 
Commission into National Natural Disaster 
Arrangements, and is working with the Federal 
Government to respond. 

Justices of the Peace Awards
Local Justices of the Peace who gathered for morning 
tea in the Davidson Electorate office were presented 
with an award marking their 50 years of service.

Below: 50 years of JP Service awardees John Eagleton of Belrose, 
Cheryl Laing of Roseville, Bill Clark of Frenchs Forest, David Armati of 
Roseville, and Roslyn Tyler of St Ives Chase. Absent from photo: John 
Watt of Frenchs Forest, Michael Gooley of St Ives, Ian Claridge from 
Killara, and Carolyn Bartlett of Lindfield.

NorthConnex Open
The $3 billion mega project is now open. 
Motorists will by-pass 21 sets of traffic lights between the M1 
and M2 motorways, completing the long-awaited ‘missing link’ 
in the National Highway network. NorthConnex removes up to 
5,000 trucks per day off Pennant Hills Road and should reduce 
local traffic on the Pacific Highway. NorthConnex was funded with 
$577.3 million from the NSW Government, $412.3 million from the 
Australian Government and $2 billion from Transurban.

 

A Safe Summer 
Surf Life Saving NSW has moved into their 
high tech State Operations Centre in Belrose. 
The $550,000 centre was funded by the NSW 
Government. It will help 20,000 volunteer surf 
lifesavers respond to critical incidents and 
oversee safety on our beaches this summer.

Focus on New Fathers
NSW Health has introduced a free 
program called ‘Focus on New Fathers’ to 
help new and expectant fathers navigate 
the physical, mental and emotional 
challenges of becoming a dad. Visit 
www.sms4dads.com

4.5 Billion Containers 
Recycled in NSW
Communities across NSW have 
made recycling a regular part of 
their routine, with more than 4.5 billion bottles 
and cans returned for recycling through the 
NSW Government’s Return and Earn Scheme. 
Local Return and Earn locations are at 
Glenrose Village Shopping Centre, Belrose and 
Bunnings Chatswood. Return and Earn has 
contributed to an average 40 per cent annual 
reduction in drink container litter in NSW.  Visit 
www.returnandearn.org.au 



PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOU TH WALES
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au

Parliamentary 
Representation

Since first being elected in 2007, I have addressed 
the NSW Parliament on your behalf over 868 times. 
I continue to strongly represent our local electorate 
while now also fulfilling the important parliamentary 
role of Speaker. 

Jonathan O’Dea MP
Member for Davidson

Authorised by Jonathan O’Dea MP and printed in May 2020 by Sydney Digital & Print Services, 18/14 Jubilee Ave, Warriewood, using parliamentary entitlements.

Suite 8A, 12-18 Tryon Road Lindfield NSW 2070

02 9880 7400                   davidson@parliament.nsw.gov.au

www.jonathanodea.com.au                  /jonathanodeamp

Underpass Opens
The new 1.3 kilometre long, four-lane underpass along 
Warringah Road allows motorists to bypass the busy 
intersections of Forest Way, Hilmer Street and Wakehurst 
Parkway, providing safer and more efficient journeys. The 
opening involved appropriate social distancing. 

Why not a virtual Parliament? 

“As Speaker, I don’t want democracy halted by this virus. 
Although virtual sittings are not a preferred method of meeting, 
why shouldn’t they be a backstop?” Read more at 
https://bit.ly/3atFz6W

OUR FEET 
ARE TOO BIG!

Be part of shrinking our carbon footprint. 
Please opt in for digital newsletter delivery.                               
Sign up at: https://bit.ly/2yj1Ebq
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Since first being elected in 2007, I have addressed 
the NSW Parliament on your behalf over 931 
times. I continue to strongly represent our local 
electorate while now also fulfilling the important 
parliamentary role of Speaker. As speaker, I 
oversee the Parliament’s art and heritage collection 
which is bursting with interesting and historic items.  
This iconic portrait of Sir Henry Parkes (the father 
of Federation) is back from a short adjournment 
during which it was cleaned and restored. 

NSW Parliament 
Petitions Go Digital 
The introduction of ePetitions highlights 
the Parliament’s desire to modernise, 
and become better connected with citizens. The 
ePetitions project allows people to create and 
sign online petitions easily, quickly and safely at 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/epetitions 
NSW is the only jurisdiction in Australia where 
citizens have the chance to have their petition 
debated by parliament.

Left: Petition on a surf lifesaving reel from 1941

Local Primary School Leaders  
One of the highlights of my year is the annual visit to 
parliament by our local primary school leaders. Due to 
COVID –19 restrictions the tours were delayed this year and I hosted 
three groups during November. There were a total of 67 students from 
17 public, Catholic, and independent schools.  

Your next best friend is waiting for you
Contact your local council pound or rescue group. NSW Seniors 
Card holders adopt pets at a 50% discount from RSPCA NSW.
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