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Three levels of government: governing Australia

In Australia the three levels of government work together to provide us with the services we need.

THREE LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT IN AUSTRALIA

FEDERAL STATE/TERRITORY
PARLIAMENT PARLIAMENTS
e

TN

e

LOCAL
COUNCILS
T

Each level of government provides different services to Australians. Sometimes these services overlap.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT STATE AND TERRITORY LOCAL COUNCILS
GOVERNMENTS
Responsible for issues Responsible for issues that Responsible for issues that affect
that affect all Australians affect people in that state or local communities
(national issues) territory
Post, telephones and the Public transport Rubbish collection and recycling
internet
Schools Parks, sports fields and swimming pools
Money
Hospitals Pet control
Immigration
Public housing Parking
Defence

All levels of government raise money, through collecting taxes, to pay for services provided to
Australians. Local councils also receive funding from the federal government and state

governments.

FEDERAL STATE AND TERRITORY
The federal government raises  Also raise money from taxes
money to run the country by but receive more than half
collecting taxes on incomes, their money from the federal
goods and services, and government and spend it on

company profits, and spends it state and territory matters.
on national matters.

LOCAL

Collect taxes in the form of
rates from all local property
owners and receive grants
from federal, state and
territory governments, and
spend this on local matters.
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The law-making powers of the federal Parliament
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TRADE and COMMERCE

. POSTAL and TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES [ | INI

- a1
FOREIGN POLICY TAXATION CENSUS and STATISTICS

- i ﬁ ﬂ WEIGHTS and MEASURES BANKRUPTCY and INSOLVENCY '

QUARANTINE LIGHTHOUSES, LIGHTSHIPS, BEACONS and BUOYS

== "% FISHERIES | CURRENCY || COPYRIGHT

MARRIAGE | IMMIGRATION | DEFENCE

The law-making powers of the state parliaments

@] SCHOOLS | HOSPITALS

} ROADS and RAILWAYS PUBLIC TRANSPORT ‘
| ELECTRICITY WATER SUPPLY GAS SUPPLY % ."

$$$ MINING = AGRICULTURE | FORESTS v

COMMUNITY SERVICES CONSUMER AFFAIRS

@ % POLICE = PRISONS
& B

AMBULANCE SERVICES -

The law-making powers of local government

LOCAL ROADS, FOOTPATHS, CYCLE WAYS, STREET SIGNAGE and LIGHTING

", RUBBISH COLLECTION and RECYCLING PARKING ®

".’ PARKS, SPORTS FIELDS and SWIMMING POOLS

LIBRARIES, ART GALLERIES and MUSEUMS CHILDCARE and AGED CARE
‘- SEWERAGE TOWN PLANNING =
g A2
., BUILDING APPROWVALS and INSPECTIONS

LAND and COAST CARE PROGRAMS PET CONTROL
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How governments in Australia raise and spend money.

v
The FEDERAL STATE/TERRITORY LOCAL COUNCILS
GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENTS collect taxes (rates)
raises money receive more than half from all local property
through taxing their money from the owners and receives
incomes, spending federal government and money from the federal
and businesses. also collect taxes. and state governments.

P

STATE MATTERS
SUCH AS

-

FEDERAL MATTERS
SUCH AS

-3

‘ MEDICARE | DEFENCE | ROADS || HOUSING || PRISONS FOWN PLANNING
IMMIGRATION | PUBLIC TRANSPORT SEWERAGE || LOCAL ROADS
\ FOREIGN POLICY | POLICE and AMBULANCE SERVICES | RUBBISH COLLECTION
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